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MISSIONARIES 
 

 Timer and Mary Ann 
Hartley, Northern Afri-
ca and the Middle East 

 Younis Farhat, Pastor, 
Asian-Indian Mission 

 Jim and Viola Palmer, 
United States 

 Hannah Redd, United 
States 

 Samantha Mullaney, 
Red Sea region in the 
Middle East 

 Josh and Rebekah Holt 
and baby Jan, England 

 Jan and Ed Kotynski, 
Wycliffe translators 

HOMEBOUND 
 

 Sandra Abney 
 Alvin Ashcraft 
 Bill Barksdale 
 Sarah Bell 
 Hazel Burns 
 Roscoe Carden 
 Marilyn Carlile 
 Jewel Coker 
 Eleanor Culberson 
 Jane Drake 
 Charlie & Mary Duncan 
 Walker Elster 
 Louise Hunter 
 Preston & Allene 

Mangum 
 Sue Moyer 
 Lorene Quinette 
 Emmalene Rogers 
 William Ross 
 Amanda Williams 
 Cora Willis 
 

PASTOR AL  SOUTHERLAND 

It is natural for us to ask about people for whom we care and want to know more about 

their situations. It usually shows compassion, concern and love for them. However, some 

people do not wish to divulge much, if any, information about their condition or situation. 

They often receive some playful chiding for such: “How can we pray for you or minister to 

you if we do not know what is going on.” I believe there are four words that need revisiting. 

Discretion: Having or showing good judgment; being cautiously reserved in speech. 

Personal: Anything that relates to a particular person who wants it to remain private until 

he or she chooses to disclose it; it is intended for use by one person only. 

Confidentiality: Something that is spoken, written or acted upon in strict privacy or secrecy; 

it involves a personal confidence/trust in another so as to share private and/or personal 

information. 

Prayer: The spiritual practice of communicating with God, as in adoration, confession, 

thanksgiving and supplication. 

Where do these words start and end with you? I attempt to live by a very clear line on  

discretion, personal, confidentiality and prayer. I keep confidential anything that is shared 

with me unless it is clear that it can be shared with others. I do not pry into a person’s 

private affairs because they will tell me if they want me to know. I do not buy into the false 

pretense that more information is needed so “the individual can be prayed for properly.” I 

pray for people without knowing the problem, leaving it in the hands of the only One Who 

can make a real difference. I am not an information seeker unless more details are critical 

to the healing or ministry process. 

Pastors are not clairvoyant; they do not always know what is happening in the lives of  

others—nor should they. On the other hand, they may know more than they share—and 

that should be. Belief otherwise leaves me with questions: 

1) What indentures a person to tell anything to anyone? 2) How much is a person required 

to disclose, even to a pastor, about a private matter? 3) How much information is needed 

for any of us to pray for an individual? When someone is in the hospital and doctors do not 

know what is wrong, prayer in the individual’s behalf is not postponed until that infor-

mation is divulged. 5) How much is a pastor to know ethically and be willing to share as a 

“prayer request?” 6) When did ministers give up the right to personal issues and privacy for 

themselves and their families? Where does the Scripture require them to do so? 

More information surrounding a situation will usually be released, but only by those  

involved. It will be the amount they wish to disclose and at the time they deem to be 

right—and it should be no other way. If they choose never to give any information about 

the situation, that should be respected. Until then we pray for them, having the confidence 

that God knows everything that is going on—and, in reality, He is the only one who needs 

to know the details. 
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OUR CORE 
VALUES 

 

Our power source is prayer 
 

Our church is to be Christ-like 
 

Our sacred activity is worship 
 

Our mission is to reach people 
for Christ 

 
Our responsibility is to disciple 

believers 
 

Our message must remain 
unchanged while our  

methodologies change 
 

Our calling is to be involved in 
a servant ministry 

 
Our resolve is to do ministry 

through a “kingdom 
vision” 

  
Our quest is to do ministry 

with excellence 
 

Our desire is to be faithful 
stewards 

UP AND COMING 

The Caring and Sharing group 

will meet on Thursday,  

March 10th  at 7pm at the 

home of Janice Ashley. 

Young In Heart will meet on 

Thursday, March 17th at 

11am in the Fellowship Hall. 

W.O.M.: Mission Seekers 

will meet on Thursday, 

March 3rd beginning at 

10:30am in C-18. 

The Leadership Meeting will 

be on Sunday, March 6th at 

4pm in C-18. 

The Deacon Meeting will 

take place at 4pm on  

Sunday, March 20th in C-18. 

The Senior Men’s Meeting 

will begin at 10am on  

Tuesday, March 29th in the  

Fellowship Hall. 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Generous hearts responded to February’s undies drive. We delivered 150 underwear items to 

Cobb Street Ministry that was gratefully received. February's collection of children's pajamas 

and shoes for Honduras is overflowing with your kindness. This month-March-will be a hands-

on experience to benefit our homebound and CSM. We are meeting Saturday, March 19th 

from 8am-1pm in the Fellowship Hall to make up soup/spaghetti sauce frozen meals. Many of 

our homebound have need of small dinners to just warm up and CSM are 

dependent upon others to provide supper for their residents. There will 

be a list of items needed and ways you can participate on the  

Mission board in March. There will be something for everyone to be able 

to do! Let us continue to be the hands and feet of Jesus as we reach out. 

PASTOR CONTINUED 

Some people like to share everything that affects their lives, others do not. Which is right? 

Shouldn’t that be left to the discretion of each individual? The Bible tells us to “pray in the Spirit 

on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always 

keep on praying for all the Lord's people (Ephesians 6:18). God did not add the stipulation, “if 

you have all the information you think necessary.” Ministers and their families need space to 

deal with their own issues their own way, just like everyone else. They appreciate your concern 

and your prayers but sometimes ask for “alone time.” There is nothing wrong with that because 

someone else is known to have done the same—His name is Jesus. 

Pastor Al 

GA BAPTIST WOMEN 

The Georgia Baptist Women’s Spring Event will be held on April 15-16 at the new Jekyll Island 

Convention Center, located at 75 Beachview Drive N., Jekyll Island, GA.  The rate is $159.00 and 

includes all conferences, worship sessions, meals (Friday lunch and dinner, Saturday lunch) and 

breaks.  It does not include lodging.  See more at: http://gabaptistwomenspringevent.com 

Please contact Vanessa Biggers if you would like to attend this event at bvbiggers@gmail.com 

or 770-757-2269. 

http://gabaptistwomenspringevent.com
mailto:bvbiggers@gmail.com
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WORSHIP BRYAN PAINE 

Jesus was having what we, in the natural, would call a ‘bad day’. He had just received the 

news that the person who most understood him, his cousin, the prophet John the Baptist, 

had been wantonly murdered to fulfill a shallow promise by a lustful king. 

Jesus, though he was God, was also human, with human emotions. When he received this  

tragic news he just wanted to get away from it all. Matthew tells us: 

Now when Jesus heard about John, He withdrew from there in a boat to a secluded place by 

Himself… (Matthew 14:13a, NASB) 

We’ve all been in that place where the cares of this world come over us like a tidal wave 

and all we want to do is to get away and be alone with God. 

But the people would not let him have this time of mourning. Matthew tells us that … when 

the people heard of this, they followed Him on foot from the cities. (Matthew 14:13b, NASB) 

Jesus could have sent Peter or James out to tell the masses that he was taking the day off. 

He could have asked John to let the throng know that he was ‘indisposed’. But the Bible 

tells us how Jesus responded: 

When He went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and felt compassion for them and healed 

their sick. (Matthew 14:14, NASB) 

Earlier Jesus revealed the heart of God to his disciples when he told them: 

It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick. But go and 

learn what this means: 'I desire compassion, and not sacrifice,' for I did not come to call the 

righteous, but sinners. (Matthew 9:12, NASB) 

Jesus made it clear that not only does God have compassion on sinners, but He desires that 

we have that same compassion. He wants to turn our hearts of stone – as a result of hurts, 

betrayal, cynicism, or selfishness – into hearts of flesh that long to love God and make His 

love known to the world … even when we’re having a ‘bad day’. 

Today, as we go through our day, let’s take some time to ask that God would give us a heart 

of compassion for the lost. Let’s pray that through this heart of compassion we would be 

moved to become a part of what God is doing to take the gospel to hurting people around 

the world. 

Pray that God’s love would be loosed in our hearts and that we would be moved with com-

passion – just as Jesus was – for sinners in need of a Savior. 

This is the heart of God. By His grace, may it also be our heart. 

For he will deliver the needy when he cries for help, the afflicted also, and him who has no 

helper. He will have compassion on the poor and needy, and the lives of the needy he will 

save. (Psalms 72:12-13, NASB) 

Bryan Paine 

“Love God Completely, Love People Deeply” 
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PRAYER 

“OUR FATHER” 

In Matthew chapter 6, Jesus gave us the model and pattern of prayer. It begins with “Our  

Father”. Men give themselves titles expressing greatness. God could have done so and  

addressed the Deity as “Our King of Glory, High and Mighty, Great Judge or Creator”.  “Our  

Father is an expression of love to encourage us to pray to Him. Through our relationship to  

Jesus, the natural Son, we become the adopted children. He is the best Father because He is 

perfect. He is wise and knows what is best for us. His love is saving. He is ever giving to His  

children and yet remains rich. When we go astray He knows how to make us better: He can 

change hearts and lives and make us acceptable for the great  

inheritance. God is the best Father because He never dies. He is the 

beginning and the end. What more do we need?  Excerpts from book 

on prayer by Thomas Watson, English Puritan preacher.  

Our country needs our prayers more than ever as we look forward to 

the National Day of Prayer on May 5th. The theme is “WAKE UP 

AMERICA”. “Shout it loud, do not hold back. Raise your voice like a 

trumpet”. 

Tom Freeman 

WEEK OF PRAYER 

The Week of Prayer for North American Missions and the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering are 

events in which we participate annually as Southern Baptists.   

The Week of Prayer for North American Missions is March 6 – 13 this year.  During the week we 

will pray for specific missionary families and their needs on the mission field.   

The purpose of the special offering is to support the efforts of the North American Mission 

Board’s Send North America strategy, as missionaries and church planters push back lostness in 

the United States and Canada.  One hundred percent of the offering is used to support mission-

aries and their work. 

Our church goal is $9,000.  The North American Mission Board goal is $70 million.  Please pray 

about your participation in this special offering for our missionaries.  Your sacrificial gifts trans-

form lives by spreading the good news across North America! 

 
Year-To-Date 

Budget: 
$117,000 

 
Year-To-Date 

Offerings: 
$107,668 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Dr. Alvin Southerland 
Senior Pastor 

al@sandyplains.org 
 

Bryan Paine 
Worship Pastor 

bryan@sandyplains.org 
 

Gary McEntire 
Pastor to Students 

gary@sandyplains.org 
 

Janet Porter  
Children’s Director 

janetporter@sandyplains.org 
 

Terri Butler 
Preschool Director 

terri@sandyplains.org 
 

Dr. Don Mason 
Pastor to Senior Adults 

YOUNG IN HEART 

On February 18, 2016, Young in Heart met with 40 members and had 3 guests present.  Tom 

Freeman did a wonderful presentation on the Gideon's. Our next meeting will be March 17th 

and the Entertainers (singing group) will be the program.  This will be a covered dish luncheon.  

If there any questions, call Mary LaRue. 



CHILDREN  JANET PORTER 

Spring is a time of fresh beginnings; a time when everything outside smells and looks new! 

Our celebration of Easter feels the same way. Easter reminds us that we are a new creation 

in Jesus because of the sacrifice that He willingly took for us. What a joyful celebration this 

can be for us as a church family. 

In March, we plan to celebrate Easter together with an Easter Family Picnic on Saturday, 

March 26th, from 12:00 – 3:00 PM. Join us for lunch, family games, a family Easter Egg Hunt 

and a Petting Zoo! Whether you’re 8 or 80, we want you to celebrate with us and bring a 

friend or family member to enjoy it with you. Watch for more details in the weekly updates 

and Sunday video announcements. 

AWANA continues to thrive every week. We are touching children and their families, 

while we build God’s Kingdom. We currently have 38 active members and every week it’s  

1½ hours of excitement in the church. The families and children are hungry for God’s Word 

and God is allowing us to be His hands and feet to meet their need. I am truly blessed to be 

a part of this amazing program. Please continue to pray for the families and our volun-

teers…God is working! 

Vacation Bible School will be July 11th – 15th and it will be an all-day event! We have begun 

to plan for this underwater adventure and need all hands on deck to make it happen. I 

hope you will consider diving into VBS with us, asking God how you can best serve Him at 

Bible School. Our next VBS planning meeting will be March 13th at 4:00 PM. 

Pre-teen camp is scheduled for May 31st – June 3rd. We will travel to Woodland Christian 

Camp with kids who have completed the 3rd – 5th grades. If you plan to send a child, please 

contact me soon. Registration forms can be found at the check-in desk in Eden Park. 
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God meant 

for us to not 

just survive 

in the day to 

day tasks, 

but to thrive 

as we grow 

closer to 

Him and 

lead others 

to do the 

same. 

PICTURE OF THE MONTH 

YOUNG AT HEART FEBRUARY MEETING 



MIDDLE / HIGH SCHOOL GARY MCENTIRE 
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We are the Student 

Ministry of Sandy Plains 

Baptist Church. 

 

We are about joining our 

minds with the mind of 

God.  

 

We are about denying 

ourselves and lifting up 

Christ.  

 

We are about submitting 

our will to the will of 

God.  

 

We are about merging 

heart, soul, strength and 

mind into one dedicated 

purpose: to love God and 

to love others.  

 

We are about becoming 

one in Spirit with other 

Christ followers.  

 

We are about becoming 

one with the One.  

We are about: 

the FUSION 

SUMMER CAMP 
Xtreme Summer is a five-day event offering the best in Christian music, extensive Biblical 

teaching and community mission opportunities. Every morning there will be dynamic wor-

ship, followed by a devotional journey into the Word of God with camp pastor, Johnny 

Hunt. Evenings will feature performances by NewSong, For King & Country, Colton Dixon, 

and other great artists.  
 

Students will engage in a week of daily worship gatherings, family group bible study, church 

group time, and a good amount of free time. All activities will be supervised by at least 7 

adults. 
 

COSTS AND KEY DATES 
Early Bird Registration for camp ends Sunday, March 6th. The early-bird cost for the trip is 

$320 for students and $130 for adult leaders.  

 

After the Early Bird deadline, the cost of the trip is $360. Registration will be available 

until March 20th. After this date, registration will be closed unless a reserved slot 

becomes available.  

 
A $100 registration fee is due with registration. 
 
 
 

PARENTS NIGHT OUT – SATURDAY, MARCH 12th 
Our next Parents Night Out will be on Saturday, March 12th from 6:00-9:30. This program is 

open to newborn children-6th grade. There is a cost of $10 per child with a max of $25 per 

family. During this event, a meal will be provided. We also provide play activities, a movie 

and snacks. Children are supervised by a team of adults at all times. Contact Gary McEntire 

with any questions.  



Return Service Requested 

 

2825 Sandy Plains Rd / Marietta, GA 30066 
770.971.8525 / www.sandyplains.org 

LIVE LOVE SERVE 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 
 
3/3  W.O.M.:Mission Seekers, 10:30am (C18) 
3/6  Leadership  Meeting, 4pm (C18) 
3/6-3/13 Week of Prayer 
3/10  Caring and Sharing, 7pm (Janice Ashley’s home) 
3/12  Parents Night Out, 6pm 
3/13  VBS Planning Meeting, 4pm (CC) 
3/17  Young In Heart, 11am (FH) 
3/19  Mission of the Month, 8am-1pm (FH) 
3/20  Deacon Meeting, 4pm (C18) 
3/25  Good Friday—OFFICE CLOSED 
3/26  Easter Family Picnic, 12pm 
3/27  EASTER 
 

REGULAR WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
Sunday 
 9:30 AM Classic Worship 
    9:30 AM  Bible Study 
  11:00 AM The Awakening Worship 
  KIDSWorship in Student Center 
  11:00 AM  Bible Study  
    3:00 PM  ASL (C14) 
    5:00 PM  Evening Activities  
    7:00 PM  Band Rehearsal (WC) 
 
Tuesday 
 9:30 AM Ladies Bible Study (C18)     
      
Wednesday 
     5:15 PM Fellowship Dinner 
     6:30 PM AWANA 
 6:30 PM Adult Bible Study (FH) 
     6:30 PM Adult Bible Study (C19) 
     7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal (WC) 
 
  Friday 
 9:00 AM Joyful Noise   
  



SPBC Volunteer Schedule—March 2016 
March 6th March 13th March 20th March 27th 

Deacon of the Week 

Larry Logan Ray Butler Chad Conrey Don Walker 

Counting Team 

Terri Butler Melissa Lacy Ed England Bonnie Martin 

Nan Maddox Linda Hodges Janice Ashley Annie Workman 

Cindy Moore David Braswell Sandy Rudin Melita Conrey 

Lock-Up 

David Braswell David Braswell Roy Earnest Roy Earnest 

Roland Smith Roland Smith Willie Terrell Willie Terrell 

Security at 9:30am 

Danny Ashley Dixie Beggs/Ron Stone Wally Harris Lewis Casey 

Robert Moody Fran Florian Earl Gossage Sam Hill 

Security at 11:00am 

Larry Logan Wayne Cole Roy Earnest Jim Caulk 

Chase Conrey Daniel Reavis Roland Smith Mike Dean 

Soundboard 

Danny Wood Danny Wood Danny Wood Danny Wood 

Projection 

David Peterson David Peterson David Peterson David Peterson 



SPBC Volunteer Schedule—March 2016 
March 6th March 13th March 20th March 27th 

Extended Session Coordinator 

Jenni Logan Janet Porter Bernie Caulk Christine Peterson 

Babies and Twos—1st Service 

Janice Ashley Emily Wood DeAnn McEntire Janet Earnest 

Melita Conrey Jodi Eubanks Josh McEntire Susan Warren 

Babies and Twos-2nd Service 

Michelle McBee Ruth Taylor DeAnn McEntire Terri Butler 

Annabelle McBee Craig Taylor Josh McEntire Lindsey Butler 

 Leigh Ann Anderson  Cynthia Wood 

   Elliot Wood 

Threes, Fours, and Fives 

Robert Moody  Robert Moody Robert Moody 

Betsy Moody  Betsy Moody Betsy Moody 

Backup Workers 

Angie Spiva Carmon Parks Cindy Moore  

Traditional Service Ushers 

Team 2 Team 3 Team 1 Team 2 

Chad Conrey Don Singletary David Braswell Chad Conrey 

Danny Ashley Dixie Beggs Wayne Bartlett Danny Ashley 

Joe Ballew Garvin Bell Bob Hayes Joe Ballew 

Earl Gossage Lewis Casey Frank Hartley Earl Gossage 

Robert Moody Wayne Cole Jim Kennedy Robert Moody 

Ron Stone John Downer, Fran Florian John LaRue Ron Stone 

Don Walker Wally Harris, Sam Hill Steve Stephens Don Walker 
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